
Subject Specific SEND                                                                       English         

 
Communication & Interaction 

 

 
Cognition & Learning 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have:  

• Understanding spoken language: Difficulty following instructions or 
comprehending stories and discussions. 

• Expressing themselves: Struggling to articulate thoughts, ideas, or feelings 
clearly. 

• Engaging in conversations: Challenges in initiating or maintaining 
conversations with peers and teachers. 

• Social communication: Difficulty understanding social cues, such as body 
language and tone of voice. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Use visual aids: Incorporate visual timetables, vocabulary walls, and story 
maps to support understanding. 

✓ Model language: Demonstrate correct sentence structures and vocabulary 
usage during lessons. 

✓ Encourage peer interactions: Facilitate talking partner activities and group 
discussions to practice communication skills. 

✓ Simplify instructions: Give clear, concise instructions and avoid complex 
language. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Visual supports: Provide visual cues, such as pictures and diagrams, to aid 
comprehension. 

✓ Structured activities: Use structured activities like role-playing and storytelling 
to enhance interaction skills. 
 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Reading difficulties: Struggling with decoding words, reading fluently, and 
understanding texts. 

• Writing challenges: Difficulty organising thoughts, spelling, and constructing 
sentences and paragraphs. 

• Memory issues: Problems retaining information, following multi-step 
instructions, and recalling learned material. 

• Processing speed: Taking longer to process information and complete tasks. 
 
 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Scaffold/adapt instruction: Tailor lessons to match pupils' current levels of 
attainment. 

✓ Use scaffolding: Provide step-by-step guidance and gradually reduce support 
as pupils gain confidence. 

✓ Incorporate multi-sensory teaching: Use visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic 
methods to reinforce learning. 

✓ Regularly recap: Frequently review and practice key concepts to ensure 
retention. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Visual aids: Use mind maps, word banks, and writing frames to support 
learning. 

✓ Concrete examples: Provide hands-on activities and real-life examples to 
make abstract concepts tangible. 
 



 
✓ Alternative communication tools: Offer tools like communication boards or 

apps for non-verbal pupils. 
✓ Quiet spaces: Create quiet areas for pupils who need a break from sensory 

overload 
 

 
✓ Assistive technology: Offer tools like text-to-speech software and interactive 

whiteboards. 
✓ Flexible grouping: Arrange temporary groups based on pupils' needs for 

targeted support. 
 

 

 
Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 
Sensory/Physical 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Emotional regulation: Difficulty managing emotions, leading to frustration, 
anxiety, or outbursts. 

• Social skills: Struggling to form and maintain friendships, and experiencing 
social isolation. 

• Behavioural issues: Exhibiting disruptive behaviour, which can impact learning 
and classroom dynamics. 

• Mental health: Experiencing anxiety, depression, or low self-esteem, affecting 
engagement and performance. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Promote emotional regulation: Teach strategies for managing emotions, such 
as deep breathing and mindfulness. 

✓ Encourage social skills: Plan structured activities that promote peer interaction 
and collaboration. 

✓ Monitor behaviour: Implement consistent behaviour management strategies 
and positive reinforcement. 

✓ Support mental health: Provide regular check-ins and create a supportive 
classroom environment. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Safe spaces: Designate areas where pupils can go to calm down and feel safe. 
✓ Social stories: Use social stories to help pupils understand and navigate social 

situations. 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Sensory sensitivities: Being easily overwhelmed by sensory stimuli, such as 
noise, light, or touch, which can distract from learning. 

• Physical challenges: Difficulty with fine motor skills, affecting handwriting and 
the use of classroom tools. 

• Accessibility: Needing adaptations for physical access to learning materials 
and classroom environments. 

• Fatigue: Experiencing tiredness or physical discomfort, impacting 
concentration and participation. 

 
 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Adapt environment: Ensure the classroom is accessible and minimise sensory 
distractions. 

✓ Use preferential seating: Position pupils with sensory needs in optimal 
locations for learning. 

✓ Provide movement breaks: Incorporate regular breaks to help pupils manage 
physical discomfort. 

✓ Use clear visuals: Ensure all visual materials are high-contrast and 
uncluttered. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Assistive devices: Offer tools like magnifiers, hearing aids, or specialised 
keyboards. 



 
✓ Counselling services: Offer access to school counsellors or mental health 

professionals. 
✓ Peer mentoring: Facilitate peer mentoring programmes to build social 

connections. 
 
 
 

 
✓ Sensory supports: Provide items like noise-cancelling headphones or fidget 

tools. 
✓ Accessible materials: Ensure all learning materials are available in accessible 

formats. 
✓ Physical adaptations: Make physical adjustments to the classroom, such as 

ramps or adjustable desks. 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


