
Subject Specific SEND                                                                         Maths         

 
Communication & Interaction 

 

 
Cognition & Learning 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have:  

• Difficulty understanding verbal instructions: Struggling to follow spoken 
explanations of mathematical concepts. 

• Challenges with expressing mathematical reasoning: Finding it hard to 
articulate their thought process or answers. 

• Problems with social communication: Difficulty working in pairs or groups, 
impacting collaborative problem-solving activities. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Use clear, concise language: Simplify instructions and explanations to ensure 
understanding. 

✓ Model mathematical reasoning: Demonstrate how to articulate thought 
processes and solutions. 

✓ Encourage peer collaboration: Facilitate group work and pair activities to 
enhance social communication skills. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Visual aids: Use diagrams, charts, and visual timetables to support 
understanding. 

✓ Structured routines: Implement consistent classroom routines to reduce 
anxiety and improve focus. 

✓ Communication tools: Provide sentence starters, word banks, and graphic 
organisers to help pupils express their ideas. 

 
 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Memory issues: Trouble remembering mathematical facts, procedures, and 
sequences. 

• Difficulty with abstract concepts: Struggling to grasp concepts such as place 
value, fractions, or algebra. 

• Slow processing speed: Taking longer to complete tasks and understand new 
information. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Adapt instruction: Tailor lessons to meet individual learning needs and pace. 
✓ Use concrete examples: Relate abstract concepts to real-life situations to 

enhance comprehension. 
✓ Provide regular feedback: Offer constructive feedback to reinforce learning and 

build confidence. 
 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Manipulatives: Supply physical objects like counters, number lines, and base-
ten blocks to aid understanding. 

✓ Visual supports: Use visual aids such as anchor charts and step-by-step 
guides. 

✓ Memory aids: Provide mnemonic devices and repetition exercises to reinforce 
key concepts. 

 



 

 
Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 
Sensory/Physical 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Anxiety around maths: Feeling stressed or anxious about maths lessons and 
assessments. 

• Low self-esteem: Lack of confidence in their mathematical abilities, leading to 
disengagement. 

• Behavioural issues: Disruptive behaviour stemming from frustration or inability 
to cope with the demands of the curriculum. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Create a supportive environment: Foster a classroom atmosphere where 
mistakes are seen as learning opportunities. 

✓ Build self-esteem: Use positive reinforcement and celebrate small 
achievements. 

✓ Teach coping strategies: Incorporate mindfulness and relaxation techniques to 
manage anxiety. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Safe spaces: Designate areas in the classroom where pupils can take a break if 
feeling overwhelmed. 

✓ Behavioural support plans: Develop individualised plans to address specific 
behavioural challenges. 

✓ Peer support: Encourage buddy systems and peer mentoring to build social 
connections. 

 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Fine motor skills difficulties: Struggling with tasks that require precise 
movements, such as writing numbers or using manipulatives. 

• Visual or auditory impairments: Difficulty accessing visual aids or hearing 
instructions clearly. 

• Fatigue or physical discomfort: Physical conditions that affect concentration 
and stamina during lessons. 
 

Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Adapt physical tasks: Modify activities to accommodate fine motor skill 
difficulties. 

✓ Use multisensory approaches: Incorporate auditory, visual, and tactile 
elements into lessons. 

✓ Monitor fatigue: Be aware of physical discomfort and provide breaks as 
needed. 

✓  
 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Assistive technology: Offer tools like magnifiers, large print materials, and 
audio instructions. 

✓ Flexible seating: Arrange seating to accommodate physical needs and ensure 
comfort. 

✓ Accessible resources: Provide materials in various formats (e.g., digital, large 
print) to ensure accessibility. 

 
 



 



 



 



 


