
Subject Specific SEND      Music         

 
Communication & Interaction 

 

 
Cognition & Learning 

                                    
Challenges 
 
Pupils may: 

• struggle to follow verbal instructions or explanations about musical concepts. 
• find it hard to engage in group activities or collaborate with peers during 

ensemble performances. 
• find it difficult to listen to each other during group work. 
• have difficulty in communicating their thoughts or feelings about the music or 

their performance. 
• find it hard to listen to and react to staff and peer feedback. 

 
 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Break down instructions into smaller, manageable steps and use clear, simple 
language. 

✓ Encourage non-verbal communication through activities like conducting or 
body percussion. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ visual aids to help pupils understand instructions and musical concepts. 
✓ Support and structures for giving and receiving feedback. 

 
 

                              
Challenges 
 
Pupils may: 

• struggle to understand musical vocabulary, musical notation or rhythms.  
• struggle to understand multi-step instructions. 
• have difficulty remembering sequences of notes or lyrics. 
• need more time to grasp musical concepts compared to peers. 

 

Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Regularly review musical concepts  
✓ Incorporate teaching methods to cater to different learning styles. 
✓ Break instructions down into manageable chunks. 

Teaching staff provide: 
✓ Plenty of practice opportunities. 
✓ Prompts, visuals and scaffolds to help pupils remember notation, important 

information or lyrics. 
 

 

 

  



 

 
Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 
Sensory/Physical 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may: 

• feel anxious about performing in front of others or participating in group 
activities. 

• have Low confidence in their musical abilities, leading to reluctance to 
participate. 

• have difficulty managing emotions, which can lead to disruptive behaviour 
during lessons, or disengagement. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Create a supportive and non-judgmental classroom atmosphere to reduce 
anxiety. 

✓ Use praise and encouragement to build pupils' confidence and self-esteem. 
✓ Give children clear explanations and time to prepare for activities. 
✓ Consider groupings taking into consideration sensory and physical needs of 

the pupils. 
 

Teaching staff provide: 
✓ Social-emotional learning activities, such as group performances and 

discussions about feelings related to music. 
 
 
 
 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may: 

• Pupils may be overwhelmed by loud or unexpected noises in the music 
classroom. 

• Pupils may have difficulty playing certain instruments due to fine motor skill 
challenges or physical disabilities. 

• Pupils may need adapted instruments or equipment to participate fully in the 
lesson. 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Provide instruments that are easier to handle or modified for pupils with 
physical disabilities. 

✓ Minimise loud noises and prepares children for when loud noises are going to 
be created/heard. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ A calm, structured setting to accommodate sensory sensitivities. 
✓ Resources to support children who find loud noises uncomfortable (ear 

defenders). 
✓ Seating and space appropriate to children’s need – consider using space 

outside of the classroom for a group if needed. 
 

 

 



 



 

 

 


