
Subject Specific SEND                                                                     Science         

 
Communication & Interaction 

 

 
Cognition & Learning 

 
 

Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 

• Difficulty understanding instructions: Struggling to follow verbal instructions or 
explanations. 

• Challenges in group work: Finding it hard to communicate with peers during 
collaborative activities. 

• Limited vocabulary: Difficulty expressing scientific concepts or asking 
questions. 

• Sensory overload: Being overwhelmed by the sensory aspects of experiments 
(e.g., smells, sounds). 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Difficulty understanding instructions: Struggling to follow verbal instructions or 
explanations. 

✓ Challenges in group work: Finding it hard to communicate with peers during 
collaborative activities. 

✓ Limited vocabulary: Difficulty expressing scientific concepts or asking 
questions. 

✓ Sensory overload: Being overwhelmed by the sensory aspects of experiments 
(e.g., smells, sounds). 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Difficulty understanding instructions: Struggling to follow verbal instructions or 
explanations. 

✓ Challenges in group work: Finding it hard to communicate with peers during 
collaborative activities. 
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✓ Limited vocabulary: Difficulty expressing scientific concepts or asking 

questions. 
✓ Sensory overload: Being overwhelmed by the sensory aspects of experiments 

(e.g., smells, sounds) 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Simplified and differentiated learning materials. 
✓ Graphic organisers and mind maps to help with problem-solving. 
✓ Assistive technology such as text-to-speech software. 
✓ Alternative formats for reading and writing tasks. 

 
 

 
Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

 

 
Sensory/Physical 

 
Challenges  
 
Pupils may have: 

• Difficulty understanding instructions: Struggling to follow verbal instructions or 
explanations. 

• Challenges in group work: Finding it hard to communicate with peers during 
collaborative activities. 

• Limited vocabulary: Difficulty expressing scientific concepts or asking 
questions. 

• Sensory overload: Being overwhelmed by the sensory aspects of experiments 
(e.g., smells, sounds). 

 
Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Simplified and differentiated learning materials. 
✓ Graphic organizers and mind maps to help with problem-solving. 
✓ Assistive technology such as text-to-speech software. 
✓ Alternative formats for reading and writing tasks. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Access to school counselling services. 
✓ Social stories and role-playing activities to improve social skills. 
✓ Safe spaces for pupils to calm down if feeling anxious. 
✓ Regular check-ins to monitor emotional well-being. 

 
 

 
Challenges 
 
Pupils may have: 
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Provision 
 
Teaching staff do: 

✓ Adapts physical activities to accommodate different abilities. 
✓ Ensures all pupils can see and hear instructions clearly. 
✓ Allows for frequent breaks to prevent fatigue. 
✓ Uses adaptive teaching methods for pupils with fine motor difficulties. 

 
Teaching staff provide: 

✓ Adaptive equipment such as modified lab tools or writing aids. 
✓ Visual and auditory aids to support learning. 
✓ Ergonomic furniture to support physical comfort. 
✓ Accessible learning materials and resources. 

 
 



 



 



 


